Modulation of a central pattern generator by two neuropeptides, proctolin and FMRFamide.
The neuropeptides, proctolin and FMRFamide, increase the frequency of, and modify the motor pattern produced by, the stomatogastric ganglion (STG) of the crab, Cancer irroratus. Both proctolin-like and FMRFamide-like immunoreactivities are present in fibers in the stomatogastric nerve which terminate in the neuropile of the STG. The neural output of the STG thus appears to be modulated by at least two different groups of peptidergic input fibers.